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GORDON INQUIRY, IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

393. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Minister for Community Development:  

I refer the minister to the Premier’s following statement in the Government’s response to the Gordon Inquiry into 
Response by Government Agencies to Complaints of Family Violence and Child Abuse in Aboriginal 
Communities -  

 . . . for its part the Government will move immediately to increase police and child protection resources, 
targeting localities where it is jointly agreed this is urgently required . . . 

I further refer the minister to the list of commitments to be completed in 2003-04 as part of this response.   

(1) Can the minister explain why, 18 months after the Gordon inquiry, none of the promised police posts in 
remote Aboriginal communities will be completed in 2003-04?   

(2) Can the minister explain why, 18 months after the Gordon inquiry, neither the refurbishment of the 
child protection unit at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children nor the relocation of a sexual assault 
referral centre will be completed in 2003-04?   

(3) Can the minister explain why, 18 months after the Gordon inquiry, her Government has not provided 
the full promised funding in 2003-04 for victim support services in Aboriginal communities or 
community-based programs to enhance the management of violent offenders?   

Ms S.M. McHALE replied: 
(1)-(3) The implementation of the Gordon inquiry recommendations is significantly advanced.  I refer the 

member to our web site containing our publications for her to see how far the Government has 
progressed the recommendations.  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will answer the questions as succinctly as I can.  In relation to police posts, I understand 
the first police post is virtually ready to be opened.  I cannot recall the specific details.  Again, I refer the 
member to the web site -  

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  - so that she can inform herself of the initiatives right across government.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  Was the member asking about the evidentiary unit? 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Yes - at Princess Margaret Hospital.  

Ms S.M. McHALE:  It gives me great pleasure to say that the evidentiary unit is to be opened shortly. 

Several members interjected. 

Ms S.M. McHALE:  I will explain it carefully to the member for Nedlands.   

Ms S.E. Walker interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  It is inappropriate that every time the minister opens her mouth, the member for 
Nedlands interjects.  I will call her to order from now on until the minister’s answer is given.   

Ms S.M. McHALE:  The evidentiary unit is about to be opened.  It has been physically ready for a number of 
weeks.  It must be linked to the legislation the Government has introduced.  I am very delighted that the unit will 
be opened shortly.   

In relation to the member’s questions on the sexual assault referral centre and victim support services, I do not 
have the information at hand.  I am happy to provide it to the member later. 
 


